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Hans Florine of Lafayette and Japanese partner set world record scaling the Nose on El Capitan

3rd time’s
the charm
for speed
climbhers

Photos by MicHAEL MALONEY / The Chronicle

Jacqueline Florine yeis encouragement

to her husband, Hans, and Yuji Hirayama.

By Peter Fimrite
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

YoseMITE NATIONAL PARK — A Lafayette
rock climber and his Japanese partner snatched
the world record for fastest climb up the Nose of
El Capitan on Wednesday in a thrilling, heart-
stopping display of strength, endurance, concen-
tration and pure guts.

Hans Florine, 44, who grew up in Moraga, and
Yuji Hirayama, 39, of Hidaka, Japan, pulled them-
selves over the top of the immense slab of granite
and touched the tree that serves as the finish line
in 2 hours, 43 minutes and 33 seconds.

It was 2 minutes and 12 seconds faster than the
record set last year by the famous German climb-
ing brothers, Alexander and Thomas Huber.

“I feel just like Lightning McQueen,” said Flo-
rine, referring to the hero of the movie “Cars,” af-
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El Capitan’s 2,900-foot Nose route has

drawn climbers for decades.

Hirayama
believes his and
Hans Flarine's
new record will be
temporary.

2:43:33

Two hours, 43
minutes and 33
seconds is the
new record for
speed climbing El
Capitan's
2,900-foot Nose
route (at about
17.7 feet per
minute) by a duo.

» That's a minute
faster than the
average length of
a major-league
baseball game in
1986 (but those
have generally
gotten longer
since then).

P It's the same
length as the epic
2004 Brad Pitt-
Qrlando Bloom
film “Troy."

P And it's two
minutes shorter
than the time it
took for the Titanic
to sink below the
surface after its
iceberg collision
on April 14, 1912,

Source: Chronicle
research

Florine
planned to
recapture the
record since
October, after the
Huber brothers'
success.
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