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Dream Team
Smashes Nose Record

Yuj HIRAYAMA AND HANS FLORINE HIT WARP SPEED ON
EL CAP, CARVING 35 MINUTES OFF THE PREVIOUS TIME

uji Hirayama is one of the most versatile free climbers in the world,
equally comfortable on competition walls (he’s a World Cup cham-
pion) or the headwalls of El Capitan (he freed the 5.13b/c Salathé
Wall back in 1997). Similarly, Hans Florine has captured world titles — his
in speed-climbing events — and holds many coveted big-wall speed
records (see Taking It Back, page 60.) Tie them to the same cord and you
have a powerful blend of hard-earned physical and mental abilities.

When Hirayama returned to the Valley this fall to free the Salathé in a
day, the Nose record was in the back of his mind. The Salathé was top pri-
ority, but if that went well he'd consider taking a shot at Dean Potter
and Timmy O’Neill's seemingly unassailable record of 3:24 on the Nose.

By climbing the Salathé in 20 mammoth pitches, instead of the usual 35,
and eliminating hanging belays, he cruised the route in a remarkable
13 hours. Tommy Caldwell, who completed it in 19 hours back in
August, says, “The fatigue builds all day, so you really have to pace |
yourself to have enough energy left for the headwall pitches. Yuji must
have been super fit to do it so fast.” After Hirayama’s no-falls ascent,
Florine suggested they make an assault on the Nose record. ;s

The team’s first attempt, on September 20, was fast, but not fast =
enough, resulting in a time of 3:27. On September 29, they returned
to El Cap's base, carrying a light rack that wouldn’t get most climbers
up a three-pitch 5.8. Hirayama, leading the entire route, left the
ground at 7:15 a.m. They reached the Great Roof pitch at 8:43
a.m., then blasted onto the upper dihedrals. “My heart was pump-
ing fast, not like usual,” said Hirayama. “I felt like | was running.”

Florine touched the summit tree and stopped the watch at
10:03 a.m., an incredible 2:48:55 after Hirayama first stepped
on the wall. That's an average of five and a half minutes per §
pitch! Their racetrack ascent dropped over 35 minutes off the pre-
vious standard.

Will the new benchmark stand? “| think the Nose could go |
below two hours, | really do,” said Timmy O'Neill. “A lot of it
comes down to cardio, so if you had two marathon runner kind of guys
... [the record could be beat.]”

After setting the Nose record, Hirayama on-sighted Free Rider (5.12d/13a),
another long El Cap free climb, and The Quantum Mechanic (5.13b), a 15-
pitch route on Washington Column. “Yosemite?” said Hirayama, near
the end of his remarkable visit. “It feels like home.”

— Greg Crouch
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